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News

Snap

By Alistair Watson

ONE of West Lothian Col-
lege’s most talented pho-
tography students
cooked up an intriguing
set of professional pho-
tographs which are set to
be published globally.

April Baillie, 19 from Loan-
head, Midlothian, is currently
studying HNC Photography
and, as part of her Education
into Enterprise project, she was
placed with the National As-
sociation of Care Catering,
Scottish Region, as official pho-
tographer for a series of high-
profile events during the course
of her placement.

In March, April was invited
to attend the NACC’s regional
quarterly meeting — conveni-
ently held at West Lothian Col-
lege. There, she was tasked
with taking official photo-
graphs of the day and to or-
ganise and set up space for
members to have their corpor-
ate photograph taken.

Settling into her environ-
ment, April began by taking a
series of ad hoc shots of mem-
bers and speakers followed by a
networking lunch which helped
her forge valuable contacts for

her future career. In the af-
ternoon, April got to work set-
ting up the studio for the cor-
porate photographs.

The photographs from ‘the
meeting are now documented
as part of the regional meeting
notes, while the corporate shots
were uploaded directly onto the
NACC website at www.
thenacc.co.uk/regions/scotland
and will be published in this
year’s annual globally pub-
lished CaterCare magazine.

April said: “I have thoroughly
enjoyed my student time at
West Lothian College, espe-
cially my work experience
through the Education into En-
terprise Project. I was lucky to
work with the National Asso-
ciation of Care Catering. To be
involved with the Care Cooking
Competition was a great ex-
perience.

“Iloved seeing the process the
chefs went through. Taking the
photographs and documenting
the event was a brilliant ex-
perience. It was a bonus getting
to meet Tony Singh, who was
the guest judge, then seeing
him on the TV the next week on
The Great British Menu was
amazing.

“I am very proud that my
photographs are now published
in the NACC Catercare

happy April enjoys
taste of internet fame

Magazine and on their website.
It just topped the entire ex-
perience — truly icing on the
cake.”

Meanwhile, the college also
played host to the Care Cook
Off competition, where April
also got to work providing a set
of exciting photographs captur-
ing every aspect of the com-
petition which saw three chefs
battle it out for a place in this
year’s Care Cook Final Com-
petition in London in July.

Taking the heat and staying
in the kitchen, April mingled
with the chefs and competition
judges Andy McDougall, chef
lecturer at West Lothian Col-
lege and chef Tony Singh.

Competing in this years
event were Margaret Stewart
from Methilhaven Home and
Alan Innes, chef at Appin
House, both of Fife Council, and
Bruce Fyffe, working at Tayside
Contracts for Dundee Council.

The standards were ex-
tremely high, with exceptional
kitchen organisation and craft
skills. However, it was the sub-
lime flavouring produced by
Margaret Stewart that secured
her place at the final.

Would like to find out more
about the NACC please go to
www.thenace.co.uk
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Encouraging
youngsters
to take up
photography

YOUNG people in West Lothian are be-
ing encouraged to use the rest of their
summer holidays to get into photo-
graphy. -

They are being urged to get snapping
and enter the Junior Scottish Nature
Photographer of the Year 2011 awards.

The awards now have a junior category
for under-18s to enter up to five images,
each of which may be on any nature
subject, including wildlife, landscape,
wildflowers and the environment, which
must be taken in Scotland.

Organiser Niall Irvine said: “We know
that many of today’s most successful
landscape, wildlife and environmental
photographers say that their interest in
nature was sparked at a young age.

“We hope that the junior competition
will be a good focus for encouraging
young talent.”

As well as the title of Junior Scottish
Nature Photographer of the Year 2011,
there is a fantastic one-week family self-
catering holiday on the shores of Loch
Moidart up for grabs for the winner.

‘Winning images will also be featured
in a touring exhibition and portfolio year-
book.

Entries close on November 30 and
entry is £3 for five images.

More information is available at
www.scottishnaturephotography
awards.com





[image: image1]