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Tour of BGS 

This meeting, held at the prestigious British Geological Survey, took us a fascinating but brief – tour through rocks, cores and fossils (not just the Committee) which the group found enthralling. Founded in 1835, the British Geological Survey (BGS) is the world's oldest national geological survey and the United Kingdom's premier centre for earth science information and expertise. The BGS provides expert services and impartial advice in all areas of geoscience. The survey’s client base is drawn from the public e.g. the Environment Agency and private sectors both in the UK and internationally.

The BGS stores contain core samples of every bore hole that is drilled in the UK and the stores form an integral part of the “National Archive” giving a fascinating insight our UK geological history it contains rocks and fossil samples from all over the UK and even has examples of Darwin’s famous investigations into the origin of species.

We were given a virtual tour of archaeological surveys and demonstrations about the work of the National Environmental Research Council including a 3D model UK and how to access models of the UK from the World Wide Web.  We were shown how the work on the site for the London Olympics relied heavily on site bore holes used to generate geological models, which revealed

Plot lines for engineers so that they know how and where to site foundations to avoid water damage and source the water supply etc.  The work of the BGS can predict stones on river bed chalk base which stores water and therefore can use for bore holes and where to site water access or how this could damage planned tunnels. The BGS can plot sites for companies and can project water supply and inform construction techniques.

All cores from any UK bore holes have to be sent to BGS for storage in the archive. The BGS can tie their work with aerial photos of areas making it extremely accurate. Members asked what were the deepest drilled bore holes the answers were --12km Russian, 9km Germany and 4km Durham.

Business Meeting

CBH – read minutes of previous minutes which approved by members

KO – Addressed problems with the NACC web site and asked members to inform her personally about any future problems they encountered which would be relayed immediately. Rick Soloman – stated that he had difficulty logging on. The Exec. Ctte. Report forming the reply to recent formal queries on web site was left open on table for all to see during the meeting.

News from Exec Committee via KO

· Want proposals for Honorary Members

· Cater Care now issued in a livelier new format  

· Conference Blackpool make sure to book if you have not already 

· NHS Core Learning Project – free training link now available

· Care Cook Entries –  locally numbers had been very high 10 received

· Local cook off was Hosted West Notts. College - Robot Coupe & Rational UK sponsor the national cook off in Birmingham 

Very good standard this year was exceptional and our cook offs resulted in Rosanna Stanforth, of Jubilee Court, Nottinghamshire County Council as the Midlands Entrant 

West Notts. College – enabled our region to make the regional cook off a free competition, as they donated the media and venue

· Blue Riband Award was given to the whole community wheels service at Cost Sector for their unfailing service to this county - despite some atrocious and extreme weather conditions this deliveries were sustained. A feature article in Cost Sector magazine detailed the award and presentation on behalf of service taken by Sue Ullmann NACC National Chair 

Elections National Exec Committee Chair & Secretary required  

· KO asked for candidates to be proposed for position of National Exec Chair none came forward at the meeting but previously  2 candidates had already submitted their bids 

1. Derek Johnson and

2. Sue Ullman

· KO asked for candidates to be proposed for position of National Exec

Secretary. Ros Speight had expressed her willingness to stand again and no candidates put themselves forward at the meeting.

Sue Ullmann (current National Exec Chair) was a guest at the meeting and spoke about her wish to stand for position of Chair for the next 2 years. She gave members a brief outline of her career in the care industry to date. She explained how within Sheltered Housing, there are more people than in care homes and there is  bigger problem with nutrition and hydration than the EPH’s and MoW service users. She spoke of her work to raise awareness of malnutrition and dehydration amongst the elderly with Baroness Green gross who has  taken a campaign on board to promote well being ILC  – MoW in the government. Funding needs to be accessed for projects. Sue has managed to secure £10,000 which needs a business plans and strategies that Sue has brought to Exec Cttee

Questions
Julie Moakes: reported about the recent “BAPEN” reports now available to purchase @ £20 copies were on table to view at the meeting. Derek Johnson (Nat Deputy) will be informed of via KO - Derek will put on link to BAPEN reports on NACC website

Round the Region

Leicester City – completing tender – Asian meals completing

Para Olympics will be held at Leicester City

Notts. County – restructuring still awaiting job roles decision

Submission for awards in process for Conference

Nottinghamshire – contracts up and running – audits for private homes and contracted suppliers

Hobart - doing well people still spending, now have a cardboard cut out of Roger Kellow

Sodexo (Julie, Walsall) – working on innovations. Interesting times people think very differently and are experimenting in how to interpret personalisation 

Malcolm and Melissa – private  nursing home private 1st time guests enjoyed the meeting and found it useful 

Joan Hynd (WRVS) – WRVS being proactive, better to cope with personalisation / good neighbours scheme 

Rick Soloman (Oxon) – Chipping Norton, 3 new builds 

Neil of Falcon & Williams - Green Logic (new website) Undertaking a lot of 

Energy Efficiency Work – prison self- sufficiency and MoD work in progress.  Brewery work down.

Robyn – apetito

Personalisation agenda – apetito very concerned that many councils are “going for it in a big way” by removing MoW services - but when there is no regular daily contact for the elderly we cannot share information about concerns about service users.  Elderly people are not always able to adapt to “Personalisation”

This promoted a general discussion about personalisation and how the elderly will cope and how authorities will cope with tracking nutritional well being. Members expressed an interest in future debates about the developments of personalisation within our own sectors 

Speakers 

1. Ros Speight (National Secretary)  NHS Core Learning Project 

Ros gave a brief explanation of the new NHS Core Learning project a free online resource for social care providers for nutrition and other subjects including infection control, H&S, manual handling etc.  This is being offered on a trial basis for staff in the social care sector for 12 months only and RS urged members to encourage people to put it to good use – use it or loose it was the message 

2. David Tournay from People 1st
Outlined the project his company is undertaking to improve training for caterers and to design a new set of NOS (National Occupational Standards) for “Food Processing” level 2.  Do the standards reflect what you are doing in your sector?  He explained the project in full and asked members to come along to the next consultation meetings Nationwide to make sure their views and requirements were taken on board for the final outcomes.

      3.   Gillian Baverstock, NHS Senior Dietitian – Playing with Food

We were given a fun practical session with a serious message which has relevance for all of us. GB gave us an opportunity to fortify food using normal every day store cupboard items.  We then compared this home produced food with a selection of standard branded fortification products on the market.  Most groups managed to match or exceed brands and the taste sessions proved that they tasted as good, if not,   better as well as being a lot cheaper and very easy to produce This was an eye opening session for a lot of members who did not realise how simple and easy this could be and illustrated that we do not need not spend large amounts on proprietary brands of fortification for the malnourished 

A.O.B none
Next Meeting Tuesday October 6th 2009

National Conference, Blackpool September 9th -11th 2009

Watch NACC web site for details and to see minutes of previous meetings 

*  Next meeting. will be asking service users what they want!  Venue tbc we are hoping that it will be provided by Joan of WRVS and we hope to have an NHS Core Learning Speaker for October
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