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British Egg Industry Council 
ÅFormed in 1986 - representative body for egg 

industry 

ÅAdministers the British Lion Code of practice 

ÅFunds the generic marketing of eggs through 
the British Egg Information Service 

 



Eggs and salmonella 
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Trends in human salmonellosis in England and Wales
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Current advice on eggs 

ÅCurrent advice is that vulnerable groups (babies, pregnant women, 
elderly and infirm people) should only eat eggs if they are fully 
cooked until the white and yolk are solid 

ÅAdvice dates from salmonella scare in 1988 

ÅFSA currently reviewing the advice 



Why review the advice now? 

ÅLǘΩǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƻǊ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ  
ςSalmonella has been effectively eradicated from British Lion 

eggs  

ÅLǘΩǎ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜ 
ςRisk of food poisoning from eggs is significantly lower than 

many other foods 
ςAny remaining risk vastly outweighed by benefits to 

vulnerable groups 

ÅLǘΩǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǳƴƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ 
ςPeople most in need of the nutritional benefits of eggs being 

discouraged from eating them 
ςIt may be contributing to increased egg allergy 



FSA review 

ÅFSA instigated review of their advice in October 2014 

ÅAdvisory Committee on the Microbiological Safety of Food asked to 
review egg safety 

ÅACMSF presented draft report in January 2016 



ACMSF conclusion ς January 2016 

ά¢ƘŜ Food Standards Agency should now consider amending its long-
standing advice ς that vulnerable groups should avoid raw or lightly 
cooked eggs - for eggs produced under the British Lion scheme or a 
demonstrably-equivalent comprehensive schemeΦέ 

 



ACMSF report ς January 2016 

ÅΨThere has been a major reduction in the microbiological risk from 
Salmonella in UK hen shell eggs since the 2001 ACMSF report.  This is 
especially true for those eggs produced under the Lion /ƻŘŜΦΩ 

ÅΨThe very low risk level means that eggs produced under the Lion 
Code, or produced under demonstrably equivalent comprehensive 
schemes, can be served raw or lightly cooked to all groups in society, 
including those that are more vulnerable to infection, in both 
domestic and commercial settings, including care homes and 
ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎΦΩ 

 
  

 



Why are Lion eggs recommended? 



Lion Code of Practice ς hens 

ÅAll Lion hens guaranteed British 

ÅHens vaccinated against Salmonella Enteritidis and Salmonella 
Typhimurium 

ÅStringent feed controls, including production of feed to Universal 
Feed Assurance Scheme (UFAS) standards 

ÅRegistration and a unique 'passport' system, ensuring complete 
traceability of hens, eggs and feed 

ÅIncreased hygiene controls and salmonella testing on farm, in excess 
of the National Control Programme, including turnaround swabbing 

 



Lion Code of Practice - eggs 

ÅRegular egg testing (not included in National Control Programme) 

ÅLion Quality eggs stamped on farm with the farm code and 
production method 

ÅIncreased hygiene controls, in excess of national and EU legislation, 
including packing centre hygiene swabbing 

ÅCool chain from farm to packing centre to retailer 

ÅBest-before date and Lion logo printed on the shell of Lion Quality 
eggs as well as on the egg box 

 



Lion Code of Practice - auditing 

ÅIndependent auditing, including unannounced audits, of all producers 
and packers in the Lion scheme, in accordance with the ISO 17065 
standard 

Å700 different audit points in Code 

 

 



мт ȅŜŀǊǎΧΧΦŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ 

ÅMore than 700 auditable criteria 

ÅMore than 50,000 audits 

Å3m eggs tested 

Å£100 million investment by Lion producers 

Å300 Lion eggs eaten every second in the UK 

 

ΧΧhƴŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΗ 
 

 

 



Human cases of salmonella 
- England and Wales - 
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¢ƘŜ ΨǎŀƭƳƻƴŜƭƭŀ 
ƛƴ ŜƎƎǎΩ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ 



Non-Lion eggs 



Imported eggs 

ÅOther European countries have experienced continued outbreaks of 
salmonella 
ςseveral outbreaks among humans in the UK directly linked with imported 

eggs  over last decade 

ÅHPA tests on imported eggs in 2004 
ςnearly 7% tested positive for salmonella 

ÅFSA survey of imported eggs on sale in the UK, published in 2006 
ςegg shell and/or contents contamination in one in 30 boxes of six eggs 

sampled 

 



Imported egg survey 2006 


